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The War Memorial, fixed to Spondon Library, lists 103 Spondon men who lost their lives, only 17 

men are buried in Spondon Cemetery. They are among the 1.3 million men and women of the 

Commonwealth who died during the two World Wars. 

Before WWI, marked graves were 

rare and little was recorded officially.  

Sir Fabian Ware believed this should 

change. He was too old to fight and 

became the commander of a mobile 

Red Cross Unit. Concerned that the 

final resting place of those who died 

would be lost forever, his unit began 

recording all the graves they could 

find. By 1915, their work was given 

recognition by the War Office and 

became the Directorate of Graves 

Registration and Enquires.  This led to 

the formation of the Imperial War Graves Commission, now the Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission. 

There were three founding principles: 

1. Each of the Commonwealth dead should be commemorated by name on a headstone or 

memorial. (In 1918 559,000 dead were registered as having no known grave); 

2. Headstones and memorials should be permanent; 

3. Headstones should be uniform with no distinction for rank or status. 
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The decision was made to have non-repatriation of those who died. The majority of the 185,00 

service personnel buried in the UK died at home in military hospitals, others died through training 

accidents, air raids or killed in action in the air or sea in costal water.  

Seventeen men are buried in Spondon Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Turner is buried in Spondon Cemetery.  The inscription at the base of the headstone was 

chosen by his next of kin. 

 

 

 

 

  



Remembering those who died during WWI and WWII 
 

3 of 3 
 

Ronald Leadham Kingsbury is buried overseas at Cassino War Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Details of those commemorated can be found on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

www.cwgc.org.  There is an increasing amount of information on the website.  As can be seen above 

it is possible to print a commemorative certificate, which includes any personal inscription selected 

by the family. 

During the Summer there are tours of the cemeteries, including Nottingham Road Cemetery where 

there are 194 WWI graves, 146 WWII graves, 3 MOD graves and two soldier’s graves looked after by 

the CWGC. Organisations are also able to book in person and virtual talks about the work of the 

CWGC. 

 

http://www.cwgc.org/

